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A National Treasure:
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A letter granting permission to print a modest little
poem is printed in full. The weak binding seems likely
to shed pages. Even so, this book is a treat for field
mycologists and at a very reasonable price.
Peter Marren
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Richard Revels, Chris Boon
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ISBN 978-0-9506521-9-1 £20 +
£3.75 p&p hbk

D

awyck is a woodland garden in the Borders owned
by the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh. As an early
seventeenth-century formal garden and plantation, with
some of the oldest Horse Chestnuts, Silver Firs, Larches
and Douglas Firs in the country, it has an exceptionally
wide range of trees. It also contains old grassland
and a wood, Heron Wood, and all of it managed
sympathetically. You would expect such a place to have
a large and varied fungus flora (mycota), and it has: in
a dataset running for 17 years, no fewer than 1,257
species of larger fungi alone have been recorded. The
author, Roy Watling, former head of mycology at the
Botanic Gardens, has studied fungi at this ‘national
treasure’ for at least two decades. Here he presents the
results in a style which is easy to understand and likely
to appeal to field mycologists at all levels.
Watling presents the fungi in two main ways: in
terms of habitats and then of their different kinds,
from toadstools and brackets to microscopic aquatic
fungi and fungi that grow on other fungi. Some of
the non-native conifers have accumulated remarkable
numbers of dependent fungi: in the case of the Noble
Fir 51 species, including rarities. A final chapter looks at
the future of Dawyck as a teaching centre and a source
of inspiration. It is illustrated in colour with lots of
slightly fuzzy images of interesting fungi.
Given the difficulties of publishing books of this
kind, one should not be too critical about presentation.
All the same, an index would have been useful, and
so, too, would a contents page. The map is primitive.

W

hy would anyone want to publish a book
about a small group of wild flowers in a small,
agricultural county that not many people would
choose for their holidays? Well, one reason is that
Bedfordshire is surprisingly rich in wild orchids, with
nearly half the British species – 27 in all – and mostly
in publicly accessible sites. It also contains the longest
continually monitored wild-orchid population in
the world: the Autumn Lady’s-tresses at Knocking
Hoe. The best reason, however, is that Bedfordshire
has three enthusiasts who have managed to cover
orchids in unusual detail. Chris Boon has recorded
and monitored them at the close-up scale of a single
kilometre. Graham Bellamy has looked after them in
nature reserves for decades. And Richard Revels not only
knows them all intimately but has produced the best
sequence of orchid pictures that I have ever seen. He
has managed to image not only the flowers, but also
habitat shots, insect pollinators, young plants, seeding
plants, variations and hybrids and even, in some cases,
seeds – and all of the highest quality. This is a superb
production, beautifully printed, perfectly pitched, well
presented and thoroughly reliable. This is English local
botany at its very best.
Peter Marren

Bedfordshire is an important county for Musk Orchids. Richard Revels
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